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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 07, 2020 

 
1 CALL TO ORDER  
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Joe 
Nagel at the McLeod County Courthouse Boardroom.  Commissioner Wright, Administrator Sheila Murphy, 
Employee Relations Director Hannah Tjoflat and County Attorney Michael Junge were also present.  
Commissioners Krueger, Shimanski and Pohlmeier and Administrative Assistant Liz Danielson joined via Zoom 
video conference. 
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Hannah Tjoflat, Employee Relations Director, reviewed guidelines for participating in Board Meetings via Zoom.  
She noted that all votes taken during the meeting must be through a roll call. 
 
2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Krueger moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda.  Roll call: Wright – aye; 
Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 
3 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. March 17, 2020 County Board Meeting Minutes. 
B. March 24, 2020 County Board Special Meeting Minutes. 
C. March 31, 2020 County Board Special Meeting Minutes. 
D. March 13, 2020 Auditor’s Warrants. 
E. March 20, 2020 Auditor’s Warrants. 
F. March 27, 2020 Auditor’s Warrants. 
G. Approve gambling permit for Brownton Rod & Gun Club, Inc., 19151 108th Street, Brownton, Minnesota, 

to conduct a raffle on August 08, 2020.  This application is acknowledged with no waiting period. 
H. Approve gambling permit for Brownton Rod & Gun Club, Inc., 19151 108th Street, Brownton, Minnesota, 

to conduct a raffle on February 06, 2021.  This application is acknowledged with no waiting period. 
I. Approve additional amount for renewal of Zix email encryption for 132 additional users with American 

Communications Inc. (Morris, Minnesota) for $3,300 with funds from the Information Technology budget 
(01-065). 

J. Approve hiring Braun Intertec (Saint Paul, Minnesota) to perform pavement testing (Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR), coring, Falling Weight Deflectometer (FWD)) on the following roads:  

(a) County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 5 from CSAH 2 to CSAH 1 (6.8 miles);  
(b) CSAH 9 from CSAH 1 to County Road (CR) 85 (0.5 miles);  
(c) CSAH 10 from CSAH 2 to Carver County (7.0 miles);  
(d) CSAH 12 from Trunk Highway (TH) 15 to CSAH 7/CR 79 (0.8 miles);  
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(e) CSAH 13 from Sibley County to US 212 (7.4 miles);  
(f) CSAH 16 from TH 7 to Wright County (5.9 miles);  
(g) CSAH 18 from Renville County to TH 15 (6.0 miles).   

Costs based on hourly labor rates and equipment charges.  Total estimated fee is $18,928.55. The purpose 
of the GPR testing, pavement coring and hand auger borings will be to characterize the thickness of in-
place pavement materials.  The purpose of the FWD testing is to determine load capacity, effective R-
value, and effective GE (gravel equivalence) for the tested roadways, which aids in pavement design of 
projects.  These roads were selected for evaluation because they have been identified as potential 
rehabilitation or reconstruction projects in upcoming years. 

K. Approve sale of 1976 Caterpillar 950 loader, hours unknown, on MinnBid at a price of $16,125.00.  On 
February 04, 2020, the Board authorized sale of this loader for a minimum bid of $20,000.00.  The 
minimum bid was not met and the high bid was $16,125.00.  

L. Approve the annual contract with SafeAssure Consultants, Inc. (Willmar, Minnesota) for Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and other Public Works safety related training for a total fee of 
$5,848.16 with funds from the Highway Maintenance budget (03-310). 

 
Wright moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda.  Roll call: 
Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 
4 PROCLAMATION – Joe Nagel, Board Chair 
 

A. National County Government Month – “Counties Matter”. 
B. Public Health Week – “Looking back, moving forward”. 

 
Board Chair Nagel read two proclamations on behalf of the Board: National County Government Month 2020 and 
Public Health Week. 
 
5 McLEOD COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER – Travis Fuechtmann and Sam Prescher, Contegrity Group 
 

A. Update on McLeod County Government Center Progress. 
 
Travis Fuechtmann of Contegrity Group summarized budget activity on the Government Center project, noting 
that there have been no major budget changes so far.  The previously approved roofing work has been reflected 
in the budget.  Due to COVID-19 precautions, the mobile bathrooms on site have been serviced and cleaned daily.  
Additional costs incurred due to this cleaning is being allocated to the budget set up by finance for COVID-19 
expenses.  Sam Prescher of Contegrity reviewed current and upcoming project schedule milestones, including 
that sheet rocking on the first floor will begin next week, roofing work is scheduled to begin this week and last 
for approximately one week.  The elevator installation should be completed this week.  Parking lot and exterior 
sitework is scheduled to begin this month and be completed by end of May, 2020. 
 
6 CENTRAL SERVICES – Scott Grivna, Central Services Supervisor 

 
A. Consider approval to move forward with the tile repair that drains county property as well as the Health 

and Human Services parking lot at 1805 Ford Avenue (Glencoe, Minnesota) for a cost not-to-exceed 
$10,000.00 with funds from County Buildings Major Repair budget (01-115).  
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The County would like to complete this repair before we receive any additional heavy rains, so as not to 
affect other properties along this tile line.  This cost is not-to-exceed $20,000.00 and will be shared 50/50 
with Mark Ahlbrecht.   
 
The County has been working with Kenny Polifka evaluating this project and have received his cost to 
remedy the situation.  Ryan Freitag, SWCD Director, has also been involved along this process and assisted 
in evaluating the fix, as well as qualifying pricing. 
 

Wright moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to move forward with the tile repair that 
drains county property as well as the Health and Human Services parking lot at 1805 Ford Avenue (Glencoe, 
Minnesota) for a cost not-to-exceed $10,000.00 with funds from the County Buildings Major Repair budget (01-
115).  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 
7 PUBLIC WORKS – John Brunkhorst, Director and County Engineer 
 

A. Consider rejecting the bid of $419,796.00 from White Construction (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for the 
Fairgrounds Commercial and Horticulture Building project.  

 
Bids were received on March 13, 2020 and this was the only bid received.  It was higher than anticipated.  
Public Works staff will revisit the plans and specifications to retool the bid package for the Horticulture 
Building only and rebid at a later date.  The Commercial Building bathroom remodel will be split into 
separate packages and addressed separately. 

 
Pohlmeier moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to reject the bid of $419,796.00 from 
White Construction (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for the Fairgrounds Commercial and Horticulture Building project.  
Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 

B. Consider awarding the following 2020 construction projects with funds from the Highway Construction 
budget (03-320): 
 

a. County Project (CP) 20-000-01, County-wide pavement marking and CP 20-000-02, County-wide 
sealcoating to ASTECH Corp. (Saint Cloud, Minnesota) with low bid of $547,810.59.  This includes 
alternate bid of $14,866.09 for County Courthouse parking lots. 

 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to award CP 20-000-01 and C 20-000-02 to 
ASTECH Corp. (Saint Cloud, Minnesota) for $547,810.59.  This includes alternate bid of $14,866.09 for County 
Courthouse parking lots. Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 

b. CP 20-054-02, Bituminous paving on CR 54 to Duininck, Inc. (Prinsburg, Minnesota) with low bid 
of $821,300.49. 

 
Wright moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried 4-1 to award CP 20-054-02 to Duininck, Inc. (Prinsburg, 
Minnesota) for $821,300.49.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – nay. 
 

c. State Aid Project (SAP) 43-619-004, Rehabilitation Project on CSAH 19 to Duininck, Inc. (Prinsburg, 
Minnesota) with low bid of $1,506,262.61. 
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Nagel moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to award SAP 43-619-004 to Duininck, Inc. 
(Prinsburg, Minnesota) for $1,506,262.61.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; 
Nagel – aye. 
 

d. SAP 43-611-013, Bridge Replacement on CSAH 11 – award to Everstrong Construction Inc. 
(Redwood Falls, Minnesota) with low bid of $713,733. 

 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to award SAP 43-611-013 to Everstrong 
Construction Inc. (Redwood Falls, Minnesota) for $713,733.00.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – 
aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 

e. SAP 43-615-013, Morningside to Duininck, Inc. (Prinsburg, Minnesota) with a low bid of 
$5,025,687.09. 

 
Krueger moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to award SAP 43-615-013 to Duininck, Inc. 
(Prinsburg, Minnesota) for $5,025,687.09. Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; 
Nagel – aye. 

 
C. Consider approval of Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Local Bridge Replacement 

Program Grant Agreement 1031837 and corresponding resolution 20-CB-20.  
 
This agreement is required by the State in order for McLeod County to receive $258,013.25 in grant funds 
for SAP 43-611-0013 bridge replacement on County State Aid Highway 11. 
 

RESOLUTION 20-CB-20 
For MnDOT Agreement 1031837 to State Transportation Fund 

Local Bridge Replacement Program 
SAP 043-611-013, County State Aid Highway 11 Bridge Replacement 

 
WHEREAS, McLeod County has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the Minnesota State 
Transportation Fund for construction of Bridge No. 43560; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge is available; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $258,013.25 by reason of the lowest responsible bid; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that McLeod County does hereby agree to the terms and conditions of the grant 
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 174.50, and will pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the 
estimate, and will return to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not 
required.  The proper county officers are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the Commissioner of 
Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 
 
Pohlmeier moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve Minnesota Department of 
Transportation Local Bridge Replacement Program Grant Agreement 1031837 and corresponding Resolution 20-
CB-20.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
D. Consider approval of the following 2020 construction project: 

a. SP 43-070-016, Ground in wet reflective striping and rumble strips on portions of CSAH 3 and 15 
– award to AAA Striping Services Co. (Maple Lake, Minnesota) with a low bid of $278,470.93. 
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This project is funded with 90% federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds and 10% local 
funds. 

 
Shimanski moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to award SP 43-070-016 to AAA Striping 
Services Co. (Maple Lake, Minnesota) for $278,470.93.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; 
Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
8 AUDITOR-TREASURER – Connie M. Kurtzweg, Auditor-Treasurer 
 

A. Consider adopting Resolution 20-CB-19 to transfer examination, verification and certification of current 
taxes on property related to recording of documents from the McLeod County Auditor-Treasurer to the 
McLeod County Recorder.  
 
Currently, the Recorder’s Office is able to eRecord all documents except documents whereby there is a 
land split and the recording of Plats.  Plats cannot be eRecorded per statute. 
 
In order for the Recorder to be able to eRecord all eligible documents, the duty of examination, 
verification and certification of current taxes needs to be transferred to the Recorder.  This would allow 
for the public to eRecord deeds whereby a land parcel has been split and real estate taxes paid in full.  
This resolution pertains to eRecords and paper documents recorded in the Recorder’s Office. 
 
In 2005 the County Board authorized the transfer of examination, verification and certification of 
delinquent taxes from the Auditor-Treasurer to the Recorder and in 2012 the County Board authorized 
the transfer of the certification of mortgage registration tax and state deed tax from the Auditor-
Treasurer to the Recorder. 
 
Auditor-Treasurer, Connie M. Kurtzweg and Recorder, Lynn Ette Schrupp have worked together to make 
their offices run more efficient and provide better service to the public.  Both have discussed transferring 
this duty in the future, however the COVID-19 emergency has led them to bring this before the Board 
now rather than later. 

RESOLUTION 20-CB-19 
To Transfer Examination, Verification and Certification of Current Taxes  

to the McLeod County Recorder 
 
WHEREAS, the McLeod County Auditor/Treasurer currently does examination, verification and certification of 
current taxes on real estate property in McLeod County, and   
 
WHEREAS, the McLeod County Recorder and the McLeod County Auditor/Treasurer have teamed together to 
find ways to make their offices run more efficiently,  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, effective April 7, 2020, the McLeod County Auditor/Treasurer will transfer the 
functions of examination, verification and certification of current taxes on property related to recording of 
documents and land transfers in McLeod County, to the McLeod County Recorder. 
 
Pohlmeier moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 20-CB-19.  Roll call: 
Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
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9 ATTORNEY – Michael Junge, County Attorney 

 
A. Presentation of 2019 Annual Medical Examiner’s Report. 

 
Wright moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to accept the 2019 Annual Medical Examiner’s 
Report.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
B. Presentation of 2019 Annual County Attorney’s Report. 

 
Krueger moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to accept the 2019 Annual County Attorney’s 
Report.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
C. Consider approval of the Lester Prairie Highway Shop Deed.  

 
This purchase agreement was approved in 2019. 

 
Shimanski moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Lester Prairie Highway Shop 
Quit Claim Deed.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 
10  COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 

A. COVID-19 Update and Discussion: 
a. Health and Human Services – Meghan Mohs, Director and Laurie Snegosky, PHN 
b. Emergency Management – Kevin Mathews, Director 
c. Administration – Sheila Murphy, Administrator  

 
As of April 07, 2020, there has been one positive case of COVID-19 in McLeod County reported to the 
Minnesota Department of Health.  Health and Human Services encouraged the County and its residents to 
continue social distancing and mitigation efforts.  It was also noted that the Center for Disease Control’s (CDC) 
new guidelines for COVID-19 include the recommendation of all persons wearing cloth masks when out in 
public.  The Public Health department is continuing working with area providers to ensure medical providers are 
equipped with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  Emergency Management is working with the County to 
track all COVID-19 related costs for potential reimbursement.  Administrator Sheila Murphy said the Stay at 
Home order is likely to be extended by the Governor’s Office today.  Administration is encouraging employees 
to continue remote working when able and to practice social distancing at all times. 

 
B. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to re-grade the Public Works Sign 

Technician position from Grade 150 to Grade 160.  
 

Review of the job description resulted in this recommendation. 
 
Wright moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to re-grade the Public Works Sign Technician position from Grade 150 to Grade 160.  Roll call: 
Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
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C. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to reclassify Engineering Technician and 
Senior Engineering Technician positions into the following classifications: 

a. Engineering Technician I, Grade 130 
b. Engineering Technician II, Grade 150 
c. Engineering Technician III, Grade 160 
d. Engineering Technician IV, Grade 170 

 
This reclassification would not result in addition of positions; however, it adds flexibility to the ability to 
recruit and fill these roles (currently Engineering Technician and Senior Engineering Technician).  The II, 
III and IV are those who would assist with bridge inspection. 

 
Pohlmeier moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to reclassify Engineering Technician and Senior Engineering Technician positions into the 
following classifications: (a) Engineering Technician I, Grade 130; (b) Engineering Technician II, Grade 150; (c) 
Engineering Technician III, Grade 160; (d) Engineering Technician IV, Grade 170.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – 
aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
D. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to replace the current role of Soil and 

Water Conservation District (SWCD) District Technician, Grade 160, to be SWCD Resource 
Conservationist, Grade 180.  

 
Review of the job description resulted in this recommendation.  SWCD is in support of the restructuring 
being requested. 
 

E. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to regrade the current open position of 
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) District Technician, Grade 160, to be Grade 140.  

 
This position has been open since last Spring; this role would now assist the SWCD Resource 
Conservationist. SWCD is in support of the restructuring being requested. 

 
Krueger moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to replace the current role of Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) District Technician, 
Grade 160 (two positions, one currently vacant) into two positions of SWCD Resource Conservationist, Grade 180 
and District Technician, Grade 140.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – 
aye. 

 
F. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to reclassify the position in Finance of 

Chief Deputy Treasurer II, Grade 190 to Cash Management Officer, Grade 180. 
 

Review of the job description after Finance was moved to Administration resulted in this 
recommendation. 

 
Nagel moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to reclassify the position in Finance of Chief Deputy Treasurer II, Grade 190 to Cash Management 
Officer, Grade 180.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
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G. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to add three additional full-time Social 
Worker positions at Grade 160.  

 
Pohlmeier moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to add three additional full-time Social Worker positions at Grade 160.  Roll call: Wright – aye; 
Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 
 

H. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to add one additional full-time Case Aide 
position at Grade 130.  

 
Shimanski moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to add one additional full-time Case Aide position at Grade 130.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger 
– aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
I. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to reclassify the Building Maintenance 

Worker role as a Maintenance Engineer I, Grade 140.  
 
Review of the job description resulted in this recommendation. 

 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to reclassify the Building Maintenance Worker role as a Maintenance Engineer I, Grade 140.  Roll 
call: Wright – aye; Krueger – aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
J. Consider approval of Personnel Committee recommendation to replace the Building Maintenance 

Worker role with the Maintenance Engineer II role as appropriate upon higher skill requirements being 
met and to be set at a Grade 150.  
 
Review of the job description resulted in this recommendation. 

 
Krueger moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Personnel Committee 
recommendation to replace the Building Maintenance Worker role with the Maintenance Engineer II role, as 
appropriate upon higher skill requirements being met, to be set at a Grade 150.  Roll call: Wright – aye; Krueger – 
aye; Pohlmeier – aye; Shimanski- aye; Nagel – aye. 

 
K. Consider approval of the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Law Enforcement Labor Services (LELS) – 

Licensed Sergeants Local #297 for December 22, 2019 – December 17, 2022.  
 
Shimanski moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement with Law Enforcement Labor Services (LELS) – Licensed Sergeants Local #297 for December 22, 2019 – 
December 17, 2022. 

 
L. Notification of Board Workshop to be held on April 21, 2020. Due to social distancing guidelines during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held via zoom conferencing.  Call-in and participation 
information will be posted on the agenda. 

 
RECESS 
 






